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with the hot molasses to form the cattle food called Molascuit.
Another food is made with the millings of rice (paddy),
but this material is not so good an absorbent as the pith.
Molasses is also used as fuel. When sprinkled on bagasse
and burnt it tends to form a compact coke and choke the
fire, and at a higher temperature the alkali present combines
with the silica of the cane to form a glassy slag difficult to
remove from the fire bars. It may also be burnt by spraying
in the same way as oil, but this requires a special form of
furnace. The ash contains a large proportion of potash,
and is, therefore, useful as a fertilizer, indeed, diluted
molasses may be spread on the fields as a manure when the
acidity it produces is beneficial in destroying the nematodes
which injure the canes.
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